The design development process involved hydraulic modelling and full
scale testing to optimise the design and minimise the energy requirements

Olympic white water facility
opens to the public

Lee Valley White Water Centre, the first
Olympic facility to be available to the public
ahead of the Olympic Games, opened as bfl
went to press.

Designed by FaulknerBrowns Architects,
the White Water Centre is located near to
Waltham Cross in Hertfordshire and is
designed to support and sustain
opportunities for both elite athletes and the
wider community. The facility comprises a
300m Olympic standard canoe and kayak
slalom course and a 160m intermediate/
training course with start and finish pools,
together with a Facilities Building housing
the support accommodation.

FaulknerBrowns and Cundall worked
with the course designers, Whitewater
Parks International, and landscape
designers, Michael van Valkenburgh
Associates, to sustainably create the
type of white water conventionally
associated with a mountain stream in a
relatively flat flood plain, and to integrate
the course and the Facilities Building into
the landscape.

The energy efficient course meets the
International Canoe Federation
requirements for Olympic slalom
competition venues and supports longer
term ambitions for legacy uses.




